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WE NEED YOUR HELP!



Because of overhead costs and the need for seed money for events and products, we will always need help with funding. (Reminder: admission to the museum is free.) As we launch into our 11th year we want to remind our previous members to renew their “dues” and hope that others will consider sending a donation to help keep us on track in our efforts to educate the public of the ongoing discovery of bigfoot currently underway.




	Donations
	Option 1 $25.00 USD
Option 2 $50.00 USD
Option 3 $100.00 USD

 









Note, all donations over $25 make you an official member of the Bigfoot Discovery Museum (if you’re not already a member.) Thank you sincerely for your continued support in solving this mystery,

Michael Rugg, Curator,

Bigfoot Discovery Project and Museum

831 335-4478





BIGFOOT DISCOVERY PROJECT MISSION

Attract & edutain the public with the facts about mystery primates around the world.

Generate revenue to cover expenses, pay staff, fund ongoing projects & programs

Establish Research Center for Discovery Science & Scientific Exploration

Teach children about reverence for wildlife and conservation of wilderness via cryptozoology Seek proof of the existence of Bigfoot via investigatory field research and forensics



Come Visit Us!



The Bigfoot Discovery Museum is located in the San Lorenzo Valley in the Santa Cruz Mountains of Northern California at 5497 Highway 9 in Felton.



The main entrance to Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park can be seen looking north out our front window. We opened the doors to the public on the 4th of July, 2004 but we had our Grand Opening in June, 2006 due to a delay in getting approval from the Planning Department.

Our collection includes exhibits of local history, tied in with local Bigfoot sightings, Popular Culture as it relates to the public view of Bigfoot, and actual evidence in the form of plaster foot and hand prints along with detailed exhibit on the Patterson-Gimlin Film.  We are privileged to have the permission and blessing of Roger Patterson’s widow, Patricia Patterson, to make the Patterson/Gimlin film footage available for viewing to visitors on a continuous loop here at the Museum.  There are exhibits inside the main building as well as in the rear, a nocturnal diorama featuring Bigfoot and an audio-video outside “cafe” area where you can see Bigfoot documentaries of your choosing. 

Hours: Weds - Mon 11-6 (closed Tuesday)



The Origin of the Bigfoot Discovery Project

Michael Rugg and Paula Yarr are co-founders of the Bigfoot Discovery Project (BDP). The BDP accepts the subject of the Patterson/Gimlin Film as the type specimen for the Pacific Coast Bigfoot or Sasquatch and seeks to create a dialogue about the implications of the impending “discovery of Bigfoot” by conventional Western science.  The Museum opened in June of 2006 with the purpose of educating the public about the probability of Bigfoot and the current thoughts as to its habits and its place in the natural world.

As a child, Rugg spent many weekends and holidays on fishing, camping and hunting trips with his parents throughout central and northern California (his father once owned a lumber mill in Garberville). His first Bigfoot encounter may have happened on one of those occasions. He has been collecting information and artifacts-while studying unknown bipedal primates-since the early ’50’s, when the first photos of Yeti tracks on Mt Everest appeared in Western newspapers. Starting as a scrapbook of clipped articles, it grew into a collection of related books, images and miscellaneous memorabilia. Rugg has lived in Felton, next to one of the last stands of first growth redwoods left in central California, since he was 13.      

  While an undergraduate at Stanford he delved further into his bipedal primate research via the microfiche and dusty old stacks of the university library. In March of 1967, he wrote a paper for an anthropology class (at that point, a culmination of 16 years of study) stating that the “Abominable Snowman Question” deserved further scientific research, accompanied by a map highlighting Bluff Creek as the place to find one of the “unknown” primates right here in California. The professor was not convinced, but did give him a “C” rather than the “F” that he had promised when Rugg first told him the paper’s subject and intent. (Note: the Patterson/Gimlin film was shot just seven months later right where the map predicted.) Unimpressed with academe and the closed-minded attitude of his would-be mentor, Rugg abandoned his plan to pursue a second major in Paleoanthropology, left school, and opened an art studio next to his brother’s wood-shop in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 

 Working in collaboration, he and his brother provided creative services ranging from antique restoration to graphic arts and photography starting in March of 1969 under the name  CapriTaurus. The mixture of fine and applied arts had evolved into a full-fledged cottage industry when the Rugg brothers “discovered” the Mountain Dulcimer and began manufacturingthe instruments fulltime in 1974.  

 Michael Rugg stayed in the folk music business until the early ’90’s as an entrepreneur, performer, columnist and recording artist. Introduced to the Macintosh computer in 1985, Rugg was also working as a part-time digital graphic artist, freelancing for clients such as Apple, Atari, Time-Warner and Hallmark by the end of the ’80’s.



During the ’80’s, Rugg split his time between learning computer graphics and stepping-up his study of the “paranormal.” He attended conferences, workshops and symposiums. He joined organizations like the Society for Investigation of The Unexplained, Mutual UFO Network, the International Society of Cryptozoology and the Society for Scientific Exploration; he stayed up late communicating and researching on Paranet, Compuserve and so forth, delving into all manner of Forteana from Cryptozoology to Ufology. He gave lectures and presentations on Bigfoot at service clubs, helped organize a public forum on UFOs in Santa Cruz and lectured on the subject of Bigfoot, crop circles and UFOs at clubs and at the University of California, Santa Cruz.

 Then, in 1994 he became a family man for the first time, joining up with Paula Yarr and her two youngest children. With a family came more financial responsibility, so Michael left the mountains to seek his fortune in Silicon Valley. This was lucrative until the bottom fell out of the dot-com boom and his job at a downtown branding agency came to an abrupt end along with the year 2002. Returning to his original studio in the mountains, he again had time to spend on his favorite obsession- Bigfoot. He caught up quickly with the “state of the quest” by perusing the countless websites that had popped up while he wasn’t paying attention, and came to the realization that Western Science is at last on the verge of “discovering” Bigfoot. In September of 2003 at the International Bigfoot Symposium in Willow Creek, Michael Rugg and Paula Yarr launched the Bigfoot Discovery Project.

 Michael felt that the time was right to bring his spin on this quest into public view. After 50 years of pondering the question and ten years of kidding about opening a “Bigfoot Museum for his retirement”—with Paula’s encouragement and help—he has decided to bring his research, library and collection together with his and others’ talents to create images, words, music and exhibits that will educate and entertain the public during their discovery of Bigfoot. Thus the BDP was manifested in the form of this website and the Bigfoot Discovery Museum. Soon after opening they found out from local witnesses that there are still bigfooi in Santa Cruz County and time spent in the woods has provided plenty of evidence to establish the reality of Santa Cruz Sasquatch!

			

	
			

						


			

		

		
			T-Shirt shop
			

The t-shirt shop is now open!
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